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CORONAVIRUS — REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA — MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS 

846. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to our state border reopening on 14 November. 

(1) Can the minister confirm that the current doctor shortage stands at 128 across regional WA? 

(2) Does the minister concede that this will have an adverse impact on our regional communities in the event 
of a COVID-19 outbreak? 

Ms S.E. Winton: You just can’t pick a side, can you? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, you cannot stop having a crack. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question. Unfortunately, like a lot of questions from members of the opposition, 
it is based on a false premise. We are not opening the border. The Premier and I have been at pains to stress 
that we are moving from a hard border to a controlled border, and we will maintain that control in order 
to keep Western Australians safe. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse. 

Mr R.H. COOK: We know that the other side wanted to bring our border down earlier; it hated the hard border. 
We know that it sided with Clive Palmer to destroy the border. We know where the opposition stands on this. 

Ms S. Winton interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the second time. If you keep interrupting Parliament, 
I will name you. 

Mr R.H. COOK: The member for Roe comes into this place, having joined the Liberal Party in attacking the border 
arrangement and all the work that members of our great country health service have done to keep Western Australians 
safe. I am particularly thinking of the situation in Broome and Halls Creek, where our health workers have worked 
tirelessly to get any community outbreak under control. 

The premise of the member’s question is entirely false. We are not going to open the border. We are moving to 
a controlled arrangement because that is the public health advice. We know that we can do so because we have 
done a lot of work to prepare Western Australians to ensure that we keep them safe. Work has been done to ensure 
that right across regional Western Australia we have testing regimes, contact tracing regimes and isolating regimes 
to ensure that we can protect Western Australians. We will continue to do the work that we have been doing since 
day one to keep Western Australians safe. I reject the premise of the member’s question that we are opening the 
border. We are enforcing a gradual and important measure consistent with public health advice. We are moving from 
a hard border to a controlled border. We can control COVID-19 because we have taken control in the past and we 
will maintain that control into the future. 
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